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Foreworc. 


The Central Institute of Indian Languages was set up on 
the 17th July, 1969 with a view to assisting and co-ordinating 
the development of Indian languages. The Institute was charged 
with the responsibility of serving as a nucleus to bring together 
all the research and literary out-put from the various linguistic 
streams to a common head and narrowing the gap between basic 
research and developmental research in the fields of languages 
and linguistics in India. 


The Institute and its four Regional Language Centres are 
thus engaged in research and teaching which lead to the 
publication of a wide-ranging variety of materials. Preparation 
of materials designed for teaching/learning at different levels 
and suited to specific needs is one of the major areas of interest 
of the Institute. Basic research relating to the acquisition of 
language and study of language in its manifold psycho-social 
relations constitute another broad range of its interest. The 
publications will include materials produced by the members of 
the staff of the Central Institute of Indian Languages and its 
Regional Language Centres and associated scholars from 
universities and institutions, both Indian and foreign. 


The Central Institute of Indian Languages has initiated the 
Grammar series in non-literate languages in general and tribal 
languages in particular presenting a description of every such 
language in the sub-continent. This is undertaken with a view 
to producing instructional materials necessary for learning and 
teaching the language concerned. It is also expected to be of 
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interest to research workers and scholars engaged in the field of 
synchronic and diachronic study of languages. 

If these materials help solving problems, both individual and 
corporate, and help in understanding the people speaking the 
language, then our efforts will have been amply rewarded. 



Preface 


The tribal people in India have for long lived in isolation 
except to be exposed for exploitation. They have not participated 
to their benefit in the socioeconomic development of the country. 
To come out of their isolation, it is necessary for them to learn 
the language of the majority people around them and a number 
of them have done so. But this bridges the communication gap 
only in one way and the whole burden of building up this bridge 
is carried by the minority group. It is necessary, however, for 
developing mutual understanding and good-will, to increase 
bidirectional communication between the tribal people and the 
majority people of the region. For this purpose, the majority 
people, especially those who come into contact with the tribal 
people for various reasons such as civil administration, security, 
social service, trade, etc., should learn their language. The 
Grammar, which forms part of the package consisting of 
phonetic reader, bi- or tri- llingual dictionary and teaching 
manual is prepared to help them in their learning of the tribal 
language. 

The organisation of the Grammar is based on grammatical 
functions rather than on grammatical forms. This will help 
the new learner to find easily how the different functions, which 
he already knows and wants to express, are formalised in this 
language. Since this Grammar is primarily meant for pedagogical 
purposes, theoretical discussions and justifications for a particular- 
analysis are kept to a minimum. The Grammar is divided 
generally into two broad categories of noun morphology and 
verb morphology. A description of adjective follows noun 
morphology and a description of adverbs follows verb 



morphology. The chapter on syntax describes the order of the 
constituents at the surface level. There is also a chapter on word 
farniation, which describes the ways in which words are formed 
and new concepts are expressed. 

Though the Grammar is primarily aimed at the language 
learner and the teacher, it is hoped that it will also be useful to 
Linguists interested in typology and universal. 

Data for the Grammar wers collected in the field primarily 
from one informant by elicitation through word and sentence 
lists. They were then cross-checked with some other informants. 
The description may not be exhaustive and there might be gaps. 
There might be possibilities for alternative analyses. Comments 
and suggestions passed on to us will be useful to improve our 
future publications in this series. 
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Introduction 


1. The People : 

The Ao-Nagas are largely found dwelling on the high hills 
of the Mokokchung District of Nagaland. They are the dominant 
group in this district and the second largest linguistic group in 
the State of Nagaland. The total population of Aos is about 
64,462 (Census : 1971). The principal villages of the Ao 
community are Melongyimsen, Longpa, Mopangchukit, Ungma, 
Tuli and Changki. The Ungma village is the largest Ao settlement. 
Most of the Aos are Christians. The Impur Christian center near 
Mokokchung (District Headquarters) is their main religious 
centre. Illiteracy is relatively low among the Aos. 

2. The Language : 

Ao is one of the Naga group of languages of the Tibeto- 
Burrnan language family. It has several dialects of which 
Chungli, Mongsen and Changki are the prominent ones. The 
Chungli dialect is spoken in Melongyimsen, Mopongchukit and 
Longpa more or less exclusively. The Mongsen dialect is spoken 
in the Mokongtsu village (about 2 km from the Mokokchung 
town). The Changki dialect is spoken in the Changki village. 
In some villages like Longsa, Longkong, Ungma, Tuli, Chakpa, 
etc., both Chungli and Mongsen dialects are spoken. All the 
three dialects are spoken in the Mokokchung town. 


The Chungli dialect is accepted as the standard dialect of 
Ao. All the printed works of the Ao language are in this 
dialect. The present analysis is based on this dialect. 
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3. Status of Ao : 

The Ao community is one of the 14 Major communities 
recognised by the State. Ao is taught as mother-tongue upto 
SSC. It is used as medium of instruction upto 6th standard. 
Besides religious books and textbooks, other kinds of books are 
also written now in Ao. There is a weekly newsmagazine called 
‘Ao Mileri . 

4. Informants : 

All the infomants who rendered their service are bilinguals 
(Ao and English). All of them are over 25 years and below 60 
years, and belong to both the sexes. Some of them are teachers 
and others are in Government service. Most of the informants 
are from the Chungli dialect area However, some informants 
who speak the Mongsen dialect and know the Chungli dialect 
very well were also consulted for cross checking the data. 

5. Data : 

The data were collected duringtwo field trips to Nagaland 
one from October, 1970 to January, 1971, and another from 
February to April, 1972. The data consist of over 2,000 words 
and over 1,000 sentences. 

6. Earlier works : 

The following is a list of earlier writings on the Ao language. 

Avery, J. — ‘ The Ao-Naga Language of Southern Assam, 
Proceedings of the American Oriental Society, 
May, 1886. 

Clark, Mrs. E. W. — Ao Naga Grammar with Illustrative Phrases 
and Vocabulary. Shillong, 1893. 

Grierson, G. A. — An Account of Ao in Linguistic Survey of 
India. Vol. Ill, Part II, Calcutta, 1903, 
(Reprinted 1967). 
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Marrison, G.A. — Section on Ao in The Classification of the 
Naga Languages of North-East India. (Un¬ 
published doctoral thesis, University of 
London, 1967). 

The earliest linguistic account of Ao is probably that of 
Mr. Avery, which was followed by Mrs. Clark’s Grammar. The 
present author could not consult these two works since they were 
not available to him. Mr. Grierson’s account of this language 
in LSI was largely based on Mrs. Clark’s Grammar. These earlier 
works provided the source for Mr. Marrison’s classificatory 
account of Ao and other Naga languages. 

7. The Present Analysis : 

The present work is a descriptive study of the structure of 
the Ao Naga language. The description covers Phonology, 
Morphology and Syntax of Ao. It also gives some sample texts. 
The vocabulary is published seperately. 
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/i/ vs /e/ 


pilam 

‘ think ’ 

pelam 

‘ strain ’ 

tila 

‘ not tight ’ 

tela 

‘ offering ’ 


/ 111 / vi /u/ 



t 

kui 

r my ’ 

kh 

‘ hair ’ 

anui 

‘ sun ’ 

anu 

‘ again ’ 


/ Ul/ Vi /o/ 



asux 13 

‘ fill (a jar) ’ 

asog 

‘ fall into ’ 

kra 

‘ my ’ 

k 6 

‘ a kind of basket ’ 


/w/ vi /a/ 



kcrak 

‘ hide ’ 

ackk 

‘bubble’ 

asunj 

‘ tomorrow ’ 

askQ 

‘ roast ’ 


juj vi /o / 



ksu 

‘ chop (firewood) ’ 

aso 

‘ bear ’ 

mesu 

‘ lift-up (beam etc) ’ 

meso 

‘ raise ’ 


/P/ VS /t/ 



pel h 

‘ snake ’ 

tel h 

‘ ten ’ 

kupa 

‘ which ’ 

kuta 

‘ how ’ 

anep 

‘ fold ’ 

anet 

‘ preparation of flour 


/t/ Vi /cl 



tag 

‘ now ’ 

caQ 

‘ buffalo ’ 

ata 

‘ draw (water) ’ 

aca 

‘ invite ’ 


/c/ vi /k/ 



C* 

O 

O 

shield ’ 

kog 

‘ where ’ 

aca 

‘ call (ask a person to come)’ 

aka 

‘ snap (fingers) ’ 
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n v S m 


kmak ‘ 

raid ’ 



kma? 

‘ just like ! 

ackk * 

all ’ 



ack? 

‘ bubble (as a fluid) ’ 


IV 

VS 

zero 



pu?si 

■ grasp ’ 



pusi 

‘ pry ’ 

kma? 

; just like ’ 



ama 

4 strike ’ 


pi 

vs 

N 



meci 

‘ bite ’ 



raesi 

‘ beg ’ 

kci 

‘ eat ’ 



asi 

4 shut (door) 5 


N 

vs 

N 



asur 

‘ build (a house) 

'f 

kzot 

4 blood ’ 

mesiuk 

4 serve ’ 



mezuig ‘ first ’ 


/m/ 

vs 

/')/ 



ml 

: fire ’ 



nf 

* I ’ 

amen 

‘ sit (on ground) 

5 

anen 

4 stop, halt ’ 

atkm 

‘ trip ’ 



atfen 

‘ sow (grains, seeds) 


/n/ 

vs 

h! 



kni 

‘ lead ■ 



ago 

'* betel f 

Ion 

‘ chutney ’ 



log 

' stone ’ 


IV 

vs 

nv 



log 

‘ stone ’ 



i h 6g 

‘ boat ’ 

alu 

‘ alight ’ 



a| h u 

‘ harvest ’ 


/w/ 

vs 

lyf 



kwa 

‘ swim ’ 



kya 

‘ shine ’ 

kw 

‘ softest bamboo 

5 

ay 

‘ accuse ’ 
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Level tone vs Rising tone 


al h 4 an act of 

al h 

4 boundary line ’ 

making necklace ’ 

sui 4 buffalo ’ 

/ 

SUI 

4 cloth ’ 

Level tone vs Falling tone 

azui 4 thatch ’ 

kzui 

4 blood ’ 

sui 4 buffalo ’ 

t 

SLU 

4 excrete ’ 

Rising tone vs Falling tone 

asa 4 peel ’ 

asa 

4 chirp (as birds) 

tapu 4 page 5 

tkpu 

4 thin * 

ntu 4 spear ’ 

dra 

4 yam ’ 


Level tone-Rising tone-Falling tone 


apu ‘ blow ’ apu 4 borrow ’ apu ‘ bridge, ladder ’ 

pusi ‘ pry ’ ptisi 4 study ’ piisi 4 enquire ’ 

slu 4 buffalow ’ sui 4 cloth ’ sui 4 excrete ’ 

The phonetic description of the segmental phonemes and 
tones and their allophones, wherever available are given below : 

1.2 Vowels : 

1.2 J. /i/ is phonetically [ 1 ] which is a lower-high front unround¬ 
ed vowel occurring in all positions : 


! 


4 wine, 

ita 

[ida] 

4 moon ’ 

sipa 

[sib a] 

4 who ’ 

ki 

[ki] 

4 house ’ 


1.2.2. /e/ is a higher-mid front unrounded vowel. This has 

an allophone [e] which is a higher-mid central unrounded 

retroflexed vowel. The distribution of [e] and [e] is as follows : 



8 


AO GRAMMAR 


[e] occurs in syllables whose onset and offset are consonants : 


Pel h 

[pel h ] 

1 snake * 

tel h 

[telh] 

‘ ten ’ 

sen 

[sen] 

‘ money ’ 

[e] occurs elsewhere 



entok 

[endok] 

‘ throw away ’ 

ensi 

[ensi] 

‘ spill (liquid) ’ 

ineca 

[mecA] 

‘ ant ’ 

ten! 

[teni] 

‘ nose ! 

In the initial position [e] is 

preceded by a weak palatal glide 

and may be transcribed as [y e ]. 


1.2.3. fin:/is a high back unrounded vowel. It occurs medially 

and finally : 



SUIQ 

[smg] 

‘ wood ’ 

cuxk 

[tsurk] 

• fall off ’ 

zuilui 

[zralcu] 

‘ write ’ 

f 

km 

[km] 

‘ my ’ 

tesm 

[tesufi 

‘ last * 

1.2.4. /a/ is a low back unrounded vowel. This has an alio- 

phone [a], which is a 

lower-mid back unrounded vowel. 

[a] occurs in all positions when accompanied by the falling tone : 

al h u 

[Al h u] 

‘ come ’ 

m 

[kgd] 

* see, find ’ 

w hr) 

[wxg] 

‘ go (imperative) ’ 

kal h 

[kAlh] 

‘ have ’ 

magh 

[mag A] 

‘ fly ’ 

as a 

[asA] 

‘ chirp (as birds) ’ 
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[a] occurs elsewhere : 


4k 

[4k] 

4 pig ’ 

4pu? 

[4bu?] 

‘ borrow ’ 

pal h 

[p41 h ] 

‘ his ’ 

tal h 

[t41 h ] 

‘ intestine ’ 

pa 

[P&] 

‘ he ’ 

:na 

[n4] 

‘ you (sg) ’ 

atu 

[adu] 

‘ dig (a hole) ’ 

tasi 

[taSi] 

‘ spoil, become over-ripe ? 

al h a 

[al h a] 

‘ some disease f 

1.2.5. /u/ is a 

high back rounded vowel. It occurs in all the 

positions : 

upa 

tuba] 

' father ’ 

hncut 

[untsiu] 

‘ essence ’ 

nuica 

[muca] 

‘ soak ’ 

tticiu 

[thtsm] 

‘ oil ’ 

tcmu 

ftemu] 

‘ cream ? 

apu 

[abu] 

‘ ladder ’ 

1.2.6. /o/ is a 

higher-mid back 

rounded vowel. It has two 

allophones [o] and [o] which is a lower-mid back rounded vowel. 

[o] occurs in all the positions when preceded or followed by velar 

consonants : 

oko 

[oko] 

‘ meternal uncle ’ 

oktok 

[oktok] 

‘ wipe off ’ 

nor) 

[noQ] 

‘ on 7 

kog 

[kor|] 

‘ where ’ 

arjo 

[aQ6] 

‘ see, find ’ 

tacofl 

[tACdQ] 

1 good ’ 

[o] occurs elsewhere : 


6set 

[oset] 

* something ’ 

ol h ak 

[ol h ak] 

‘ wild cock 7 

onok 

[onok] 

‘ we ’ 



10 


AO GRAMMAR 


mopfcfl 

[naobtiO] 

4 air, wind 

tanol h 

[tanol h ] 

‘ boy ’ 

ho 

[aw6] 

e go ’ 

nal h 6 

[nal h 6] 

* flower * 

shl h o 

[shl h o] 

‘cook ’ 


The initial [o] is preceded by a weak labial glide and may 
be transcribed as [ w o]. 

1.3 Consonants : 

1.3.1 Stops : 

/p/, /t/ and /k/ are voiceless bilabial, alveolar and velar 
stops respectively. They freely vary with the aspirates [p h ], [t h ], 
and [k h ] respectively in the initial position. Intervoeally or when 
preceded by voiced consonants, these stops are realized as [b], 
[d] and [g] respectively. Elsewhere they are voiceless unaspirated 
stops. When followed by word juncture they are unreleased. 

1-3.1.1. Ivl 

pk 
pala 
apti 
cupa 

cempi 
ktep 
al h ep 

1.3.1.2. /t/ 

ti [ttcot.hf j 4 eight ® 

tel h [tel h Wt h el h ] ‘ ten ’ 

ata [ada] ‘ wait ’ 

khta [khdaj 6 how ’ 

simtet [simdet] ‘ select ’ 

[lenset] ‘ strangle ’ 


[pa M pha] 

“ li ef* 

[pala « p' u aia] 

‘ divorce 

[abfi] 

1 blo w ’ 

[cuba] 

‘ king ’ 

[cembf] 

” speak * 

[Xdep] 

‘ patch ’ 

[al h ep] 

‘ whip ’ 


lcnset 
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N 



k& 

[ha ™ k h a] 

‘ one ’ 

kl 

[kf cu k h l] 

‘ house ’ 

aka 

[aga] 

‘ short ’ 

tek 

[tegu] 

‘ chest ’ 

logki 

[loggi] 

‘ hole (made by insect) 

ayka 

[&yga] 

‘ many ’ 

sak 

[sak] 

‘ open (eyes) ’ 

y6k 

[yok] 

‘send ’ 


1.3.1.4. /?/ is the glottal stop, which is also called glottal catch. 

It occurs medially and finally after a vowel k 


ph?si 

[ph?si] 

‘ grasp 

ca?si 

[ca?si] 

‘ regret 

la? 

[IX?] 

‘ bat ’ 

a lu? 

[alu?] 

‘ frog ’ 


1.3.2. Affricate: 

/c/ is a voiceless palatal affricate. This phoneme has three 
allophones [c], [ts] the voiceless alveolar affricate and [j] the 
voiced palatal affricate. 

[ts] occurs only when followed by the vowel /ui/ : 

•The glottal stop /?/ is a phoneme in the Chungli dialect being 
described here. The grapheme h has been suggested to represent 
the glottal phoneme, in the Ao-Naga Phonetic Reader by the 
author on the ground that there is no [h] in Ao to contrast. 
(See pp. 53-59, Ao-Naga Phonetic Reader , OIL, Mysore, 1972). 
However, it was found later that [h] occurs in the initial 
position in some loan words. This does not, however, 
necessitate a change in the orthography since the glottal stop 
does not contrast with [h] and occurs only in the medial and 
final positions. 
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CUI 

[tsut] 

‘ water ‘ 

cuik 

C5 k l 

‘ fall off ’ 

tacm 

[t&[jhu] 

‘ short ’ 

r 

meccu 

/ 

[metsui] 

‘ twenty ’ 

[j] occurs intervocally or when preceded by voiced consonants 

caca 

[caj4] 

‘ march ’ 

meci 

[meji] 

‘ knit ’ 

catnci 

[cAmji] 

‘ flute ’ 

cagca 

[cagja] 

‘ confirm ’ 

[c] occurs elsewhere : 


c4g 

[cag] 

‘ buffalo ’ 

col] 

[cog] 

‘ shield ’ 

mokci 

[mokci] 

‘hillock ’ 

capca 

[capca] 

‘ scorpion ’ 

1.3.3. Fricatives 



1.3.3.1. I&l is a 

voiceless alveolar fricative. This has two alio. 

phones [s] and [§], the latter is 

a voiceless palatal fricative. 

[s] occurs when followed by the vowel /i/: 

si 

[si] 

‘ flesh, meat ’ 

sfm 

[Sfm] 

■ offer ’ 

phsi 

[rfisi] 

‘ search for 

nasi 

[n4si] 

‘ cow ‘ 

[s] occurs elsewhere : 


suirj 

[srag] 

‘ wood ’ 

sfapu 

[siibu] 

‘ put on clothes ’ 

ksa 

[asa] 

‘ chatter ’ 

Imsa 

[imsa] 

‘ melt * 
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1.3.3.2. jzj is a voiced alveolar fricative occurring initially and 
medially before non-front vowels : 

zuigtag [zuigdxg] ‘ count ’ 
zakcui [zAktsm] ‘ small pox ’ 

aztu [azui] ‘ dog.’ 

suig zak [suigzXk] ‘ refresh ’ 

1.3.4. Nasals : 

1.3.4.1. jmj is a voiced bilabial nasal. It occurs in all the 
positions : 

mf [ml] ‘ fire ’ 

meniu [menai] ‘ laugh ’ 

temu [temu] ‘ fat ’ 

ktma [kdma] ‘ how (are they) ’ 

kinm [kuim] ‘ year, age ’ 

ayim [ayim] ‘ bleed ’ 

1.3.4.2. /n/ is a voiced alveolar nasal. This occurs in all the 
positions : 


nl 

[n|] 

‘ I ’ 

I 

nui 

[nui] 

‘ yam ’ 

ana 

[ana] 

‘ two ’ 

ten! 

[ten}] 

‘ nose ’ 

as an 

[asAn] 

‘ leak ’ 

akin 

[akin] 

‘ remove 


1.3.4.3. IqI is a voiced velar nasal. This occurs in all the 
positions : 

gampu 
Qotep 

ago 
aga 
c&g 

stag 


[gambu] ‘ cobra ’ 

[godep] ‘ grit ’ 

[Ago] ‘ see, find ’ 

[aga] ‘ obey ’ 

[cag] ‘ buffalo ’ 

[stag] 


‘ wood ’ 
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1.3.5. Laterals : 

1.3.5.1. /1 / is a voiced alveolar lateral occurring initially and 

medially : 



14 

[14] 

‘ she ’ 


lima 

[lima] 

‘country 5 


lalh 

[lalh] 

‘ waste ’ 


t4li 

[t4li] 

‘ more ! 


multi 

[mults] 

‘ boil ’ 

1.3.5.2. 

. /l h / is 

a voiced 

retroflex lateral fricative 2 . It occurs in 

all the positions : 




l h oQ 

[l h oQ] 

‘ boat s 


l h asa 

[l h asA] 

‘ explain ’ 


l h al h a 

[l h al h a] 

‘ war ’ 


lil h u 

[lil h u] 

* gesture 5 


pal h 

[P41 h ] 

‘ his ,f 


tel h 

[telh] 

‘ ten 

1.3.6. 

Semi-Vowels : 


1.3.6.1. 

/w / is 

a voiced 

bilabial semi-vowel or frictionless 

continuant. It occurs in all the positions : 


wal h a 

[wal h a] 

‘plague ’ 


wal h u 

[wal h u] 

‘ crow ’ 


puwa 

[puwa] 

‘ bewitch ? 


awhg 

[awtiQ] 

‘ ice s 


kw 

[aw] 

‘ softest bamboo ’ 


1.3.6.2. jyj is a voiced palatal semi-vowel or frictionless conti¬ 
nuant. It occurs in all the positions : 


.In the absence of the correct symbol l h is used in this book for 
retroflex lateral fricative. 
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yiFnt 

[yil h u] 

‘ wound ’ 

yaQi 

[y^i] 

‘ here ’ 

kayi 

[kayi] 

‘ earthworm 

kbyi 

[kfeyi] 

‘ tiger ’ 

tay 

[tay] 

‘ wrong ’ 

ay 

[ay] 

‘ accuse ’ 


1.4. Tones : 

Tones are suprasegmental features which make pitch distinc¬ 
tive at word level. Ao has three tones, which are contrastive, 
viz., Level tone. Rising tone and Falling tone. Level tone is 
the same as the pitch level of the normal speech. In the rising 
tone, the pitch suddenly rises from the level. In the falling tone 
there is a sudden fall of the pitch from the level. 


1.4.1. 

Level tone 

unmarked 



1.4.2. 

Rising tone 

1 



1.4.3. 

Falling tone 

\ 



Alt 

ol them occur in all the positions : 




Initial 

Medial 

Final 

apu 

‘blow- pala 

‘ divorce ’ 

puwa ‘ 

bewitch 

apu 

1 borrow ’ tapu 

‘ page ’ 

pfcw a * 

charm ’ 

apu 

‘ bridge, tbpu 

ladder ’ 

‘ thin ’ 

taph 

lean ’ 


1.5.1. The syllable: 

1.5.L Structure of the Ao syllable : In Ao, as in many other 
languages, only the vowels make the nucleus of the syllable. All 
the vowels in Ao make thp nucleus of the syllable. That is, there 
is no non-syllabic vowel in this language. Hence the number of 
syllables in a word is equal to the number of vowels in it. 

A vowel that carries a tone constitutes a minimal syllable. 
This may be followed or preceded by a consonant. Thus the 
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structure of the syllable may be defined as + consonant _|- 
vowel & tone + consonant where the maximum number of 


consonants is two 

This structure gives two main types of 

syllables : open and closed. 

1.5.2. An open syllable has the structure + consonant -|- 

vowel & tone. 


Examples for open syllable are as follows : 

1 

‘ wine , beer ’ 

tf 

‘ eight ’ 

h 

’ leave ’ 

kti 

‘ hair ’ 

1-5.3 A closed 

syllable has the structure + consonat + 

vowel & tone + consonant- 

For example , 


ak 

‘ pig * 

sak 

‘ open (eyes) ’ 

la 1 ' 

‘ sew ’ 

lal h 

‘ her * 

1.5.4. Since the 

phonological systemof Ao allows consonant 

clusters, it is possible that a syllable begins or ends with more 
than one consonant. For instance — 

Pl h 6Q 

‘ both ’ 

tl h ok 

1 six 7 

al h ? 

‘ dirt 7 

macru?k 

‘ flatten ’ 

ayp 

‘ perch ’ 


1.6. Consonant clusters : 

There are clusters of two consonants in Ao, which occur in 
the initial, medial and final positions of the word. But the 
three consonant clusters are found in the medial position only. 
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There is only one example of four consonants cluster which occurs 
in the medial position. 

1.6.1. Initial two consonant clusters : In the initial two 
consonant clusters the first phoneme may be /p/ or /t/ while the 
second phoneme is always /I h /. 


pl h - 


6 both ’ 


pl h &r)pu 

‘ gun 5 

tl h - 

tl h ok 

‘ six ’ 


tl h onam 

s scent ’ 


1.6.2, Medial two consonant clusters : The possible two 
consonant clusters in the medial position are shown in the 
table. The consonants given in the vertical column are the first 
members and those given in the horizontal row are the second 
members. 

In the medial two consonant clusters the first member is any 
consonant other than the fricatives /s/ and jzj. The affricate 
/c/ occurs as the first member only when followed by jsj. And 
the lateral /l / occurs as the first member only when followed by 
/t/, /k/ or /s/. The second member is any consonant other than 
the velar nasal /□/. The semi-vowel /w/ occurs as the second 
member only with /rj/ , /c/ or jyj as the first member. 
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Examples 

-PP- 

eleppa 

‘bandage 5 

-Pt- 

tfeptet 

‘scoopout’ 

~-pc- 

capca 

‘scorpion’ 

P- 

lepsfe 

‘ cut (meat) 9 

“pZ“ 

tepzmno 

‘ boil ’ 

-pn- 

tekapnogcm- 

‘ blister 5 

-pl- 

yaparjpa 

lepld 

‘ cockroach * 

-Pl h - 

kapl h a 

‘ snail 5 

-tp- 

memetetpa 

‘ ignorant ’ 

-tc- 

tetcel h tula 

‘ female blouse ’ 

-tk~ 

asetkog 

‘ island ’ 

-ts- 

mitsa 

‘ fort 9 

-tm- 

kakfetmendgel* 1 

‘ printer’ 

~tl*'- 

akktl h a 

‘asthma ’ 

-cs- 

pecsi 

‘ polish, brush ’ 

~kp- 

pukpu 

‘ owl ’ 

-kt- 

yakta 

6 soon 5 

-kc- 

tokcin 

‘leave (something behind) ’ 

-kk- 

asayatakkf 

‘ theatre ’ 

k?-- 

impkk ? 

‘ blade (fixed into a wooden 

-ks- 

toksa 

plank) ’ 

‘ break (of iron, cane etc.,) ’ 

k/ 

apakzui 

‘ move (stir, not remain motion¬ 

-km- 

tenfekm61 h em 

less) ’ 

‘ jealousy 5 

-kn- 

nokntu: 

‘ weapon’ 

-kl- 

ciuldok 

‘ kindle (a fire) 5 

-k p- 

tekulakl h et 

‘ skull ’ 

~ky** 

az6kyaglol h 

‘ jeweller 5 
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-?P- 

si?pag 

‘ shut ’ 

-?t- 

ka?tok 

‘ shoot (a gun, a bow) ’ 

-?c- 

sa?ci 

‘ sneeze’ 

-?k- 

a?kusi 

* grate (rub on a grater) ’ 

-?s- 

pu?si 

grasp ’ 

-?z- 

mhkh?zui 

‘ smoke ’ 

-?n- 

ca?nu 

‘ young one’ 

-?1- 

ca?la 

6 daughter ’ 

-?I h - 

sa?l h u 

‘ collect ’ 

-?y- 

mi?yipsi 

6 turn around (turn something) ’ 

-mp- 

campi 

‘ talk, speak ’ 

-mt- 

timten 

‘ trouble ’ 

-mc- 

camci 

£ flute ’ 

-mk- 

asemka 

‘ thirteen ’ 

-ms- 

amsi 

‘ use ’ 

-mz- 

kamzrak 

‘ rescue ’ 

-mm- 

m4i]semma 

‘ obscure ’ 

-mn- 

nemnem 

‘ murmer, whisper ’ 

-ml- 

Imla 

* hope ’ 

-ml h - 

citam| h a 

‘ leprosy ’ 

-my- 

imya 

‘ nature ’ 

-np- 

penpu 

6 prefer ’ 

-nt- 

kunta 

6 hour ’ 

-nc- 

encui 

‘ egg ’ 

-nk- 

konki 

‘ an instrument ’ 

-ns- 

kensi 

‘ stir (while cooking) ’ 

-nz- 

hnzui 

‘ swing (move back and forth) ’ 

-nm- 

entenmettii]- 

temelem 

‘ cubit ’ 

-nn- 

pennem 

‘ move (an object from one place 


to another) ’ 
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-nl- 

lenla 

_ny- 

inyak 

-0P- 

logpfc 

-nt- 

pugtak 

-Oc- 

p&gci 

~gk- 

logkl 

-os- 

t&gsi 

-Oz- 

nagziuk 

-Qm- 

pugrna 

-fln- 

nugnag 

-oi- 

cuxglo 

-gp- 

cagpa 

-QW- 

kugwak 

-Qy- 

cagya 

-lt- 

halti 

-lk- 

k61kup4hon- 

ykglop 

-ls- 

kamp61sur 

-l h t- 

s6pt& 

-Pc- 

apeui 

-pk- 

sagapkicok 

-ps- 

kopsipay 

-pn- 

pal h no'k 

-py- 

asepyoqmen 

-wc- 

awei 

-wy- 

awya 

-yp- 

aypa 

-yk- 

ayka 

-ys- 

aysi 

—ym— 

taymakat 


‘ shallow ’ 

6 work ’ 

‘ dwarf 5 
* float ’ 

‘ leech ’ 

‘ hole (made by an insect) ’ 
‘touch ’ 

‘ promise 5 
6 dream ’ 

‘ resent 5 
‘ rain ’ 

‘ keen * 

‘ goitre ’ 

6 green pigeon ’ 

‘ saffron ’ 

‘ goldsmith ’ 

‘rug’ 

‘ nut cracker ’ 

‘ boundary ’ 

‘ name of a kind of cricket ’ 
‘ cavalry ’ 

‘ they 5 
‘ centepede ’ 

4 pity ’ 

6 plunder ’ 

‘ canine tooth ’ 

‘ many ’ 

‘ r ub ’ 

‘ innocent 5 



22 


AO GRAMMAR 


-yn- 

ayna 

‘ glass 5 

1.6.3. 

Final two consonant clusters : 

-?k 

macui?k 

‘ flatten ’ 

-1? 

M? 

‘ dirt ’ 

-wk 

awk 

‘ sweep ’ 

-wt 

kwt 

‘ ashes ’ 

-wn 

iiwn 

* blow (as wind) 

-yp 

ayp 

" perch 5 

-yt 

ayt 

‘ enter 7 

1.6.4. 

Medial three consonant clusters : 

-?kl h - 

ca?kl h ep 

‘ twin 5 

-?nc- 

sa?nca?nu 

‘ lamb 5 

-wks- 

awksa 

‘ frighten ’ 

-wnm- 

awnmenemciu 

5 spice ’ 

-Wi]l- 

kwfllamla 

•j fairy ’ 

-yps- 

aypsi 

4 fan ’ 

-ytp- 

t&shy&ytpa 

4 courage’ 

-ynp- 

aOkynpa 

5 spinning 

1.6.5. 

Medial four consonant clusters : 

-l h tpl h - 

cail h tpf h a 

5 smart ’ 


1.7. Morphophonemics: 

1.7.0. In this section the changes in the phonemic shape of 
morphemes which take place when combined with other 
morphemes are dealt with. 

1.7.1. The loss ©f initial vowel : 

The prefix /a-/ of the verb which is not of the syllabic 
pattern CV is dropped when the verb is followed by a suffix. 
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apen ‘ to bring ’ pen-uko ‘ had brought ’ 

acem ‘ to drink ’ ccm-takcai] 1 let drink ’ 

apuQ ‘ to jump ’ pui]-l h a ‘ if jumps ’ 

When the verb is of the syllabic pattern CV- the prefix vowel 
is dropped only when the verb is followed by a suffix beginning 
with a vowel. 

al h u ‘ to come ’ l h u-w-uko ‘ had come ’ 

aci ‘ to eat ’ ci-w-uko ‘ had eaten ’ 

It is not dropped when the suffix begins with a consonant. 

ali ‘ be ’ ali-cut ‘ will be ’ 

There are, however, some exceptions to this rule. 

acem ‘ to drink ’ acempa ‘ drinking (verbal noun)’ 

1.7.3. Vowel Assimilation : 

While the combination of two morphemes of which the 
preceding is mono-syllabic results in a sequence of two non¬ 
identical vowels, the first is assimilated to the second vowel. 

te+imsa~-»ti+imsa-*-ti-y-imsa ‘ do not melt ’ 

ma+imla->mi+imla->mi-y-imla ‘ not to expect ’ 

1.7.4. Insertion of Glide : 

When a morpheme ending in a vowel is followed by a 
morpheme beginning with a vowel, the semi-vowel /y/ or /w/ is 
inserted between them depending on whether the initial vowel of 
the following morpheme is front, central or back. That is, when 
the initial vowel of the following morpheme is /i, a/ the glide is 
/y/ and when the initial vowel is /u, o/ the glide is /w/. 

imsa ‘ to melt ’ ti-y-imsa ‘ do not melt ’ 

imla ‘ to expect ’ mi-y-imla ‘ not to expect ’ 
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usi 

* to load ’ 

mu-w-usi 

4 not to load ’ 

ulu 

4 to excel ’ 

tu-w-ulu 

4 do not excel 

al h u 

‘ to come ’ 

a 1 h u-y-a-li-y-a sui 

4 was coming ’ 

aci 

‘ to eat ’ 

aci-y-a-li-y-asui 

4 was eating ’ 

kwa 

4 to swim ’ 

kwa-w-oko 

‘ had swam ’ 

sol h o 

4 to cook ’ 

s61 h o-w-oko 

4 had cooked ’ 


Even though there are sequences of identical vowels in the 
above examples, one of the identical vowels is not deleted by the 
Identical Vowel Deletion Rule. This is because one of the two 
vowels was not identical basically and because identical by the 
Vowel Assimilation Rule or by the Free Variation Rule. This 
rule operates after the Identical Vowel Deletion Rule. 

For example : 

te+imsa--»ti+imsa—>ti-y-imsa (by vowel assimilation) 
s61 h o+uko-s.s61 h o+oko-»s61 ll -w-oko (by free variation) 

1.7.5. Semi Vowel Rale : 

The vowel /i/ becomes the semi-vowel jyj after jo{, t 

p4+i-»p&y ‘ he (nom) ’ 

la+i—>liy ‘ she (nom) ’ 

ipk-j-i—>ipky ‘ toit ’ 



2. Noun Morphology 


2.1. General Remarks : 

A simple word may be defined as ‘ any sequence of phonemes 
of a given language which belongs to a class of unlimited member¬ 
ship, and which is not analyzable into a combination containing a 
shorter sequence belonging to a class of unlimited membership ’ 3 . 
This means that ‘ morphologically, a word may contain the root 
alone or a root plus one or more affixes.’ 4 

Based on the above definition of Pittman the words in Ao may 
be classified into five categories, viz., nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs. However, there are functional morphemes like 
determiners, conjunctives and post positions in Ao which must also 
be considered as words even though they belong to a class of 
limited membership because they are free forms in the sense that 
they are written separately in Ao by the native speakers unlike 
othre morphemes like tense suffixes, which are bound forms. 

The morphological processes found in a simple word, are 
prefixation, suffixation and reduplication of syllables. Of these, 
suffixation is the most frequent process. The general morpho- 
phonemic changes that take place during these processes have 
already been dealt with (see section 1.7.). They are given in this 


3. Richard S. Pittman: ‘ On Defining Morphology and Syntax’ 

International Journal of American Linguistics, Vol, XXV, 
No. 3, July 1959. 

4. Biligiri, H. S. : Kharia, Deccan College Post-Graduate and 
Research Institute, Poona, 1965 (P. 35). 
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chapter also when discussing the allomorphs for the case of 
reference, 

2.2. Nouns : 

2.2.1. The noun in Ao may be defined as a word that can be 
followed by gender, number and case markers. The nouns may 
be sud-classified into substantives, pronouns, numerals and verbal 
nouns. 

2.2.1.1. Noun Classifier : 

Among the substantives, the kinship terms and the names of 
body parts take the claisificatory prefix /te—/. This prefix is, how¬ 
ever, dropped when these nouns are preceded by genitive. 


tep6 

‘ father ’ 

kuipti 

‘ my father ’ 

tenf 

‘ nose ’ 

/ 

nuinl 

‘ your nose ’ 

teka 

‘ hand ’ 

patcka 

‘ his hand ’ 

tenak 

‘ eyes ’ 

tan61 h nak 

‘ child’s eyes ’ 


Other substantives and other sub-classes of nouns, pronouns, 
numerals and verbal nouns. 

2.2.2. Gender : 

The animate nouns in Ao are morphologically marked for 
masculine and feminine genders. There are different gender 
markers for the human and non-human nouns. On the basis of 
the morphological marking, the nouns in Ao may be classified as 
in the following diagram. 

Noun 

1 

Animate Inanimate 

___ _!_ I 

| I (Not marked) 

Human Non-human 


Mascu- Femi- Mascu- Feminine 

line nine line 
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With non-human nouns the masculine and feminine gender 
markers are / -tepurj/ and /-tecux/. 


Non-human 
(gender less) 
an ‘ fowl 5 
azui ‘ dog ’ 


Masculine 

antepui) ‘ cock ’ 
azuitepo ‘male dog 5 


Feminine 

antecui ‘ hen 5 
azurtecui ‘ bitch ’ 


It may be noted that the masculine marker for ‘bulk is 
/-pugci/ and not /-tepug/. /-pugci/ is not used with any other 
word. 


nasi ‘cattle’ n&sipurjci ‘bull’ n&siteciu ‘cow’ 

It may be recalled here that the inanimate nouns do not take 
any marker to indicate gender. Thus the gender classification in 
Ao is based on natural classes. 


At the syntactic level, however, gender distinction is not 
significant for subject-predicate concordance, adjective-noun 
agreement, etc. 


pa h&\ h 
14 46i h 

pal h nok adl h 
tanol h a61 h 
k6j h 461 h 
nis60 tu?lu 
kaket tu?lu 


‘ he is coming ’ 

‘ she is coming * 

‘ they are coining ’ 

‘ the child is coming f 
‘ the horse is coming ’ 

‘ person big, i. e., big person ’ 

‘ book big, i. e., big book ’ etc. 


However, it is significant for the selection of certain post positions. 
For example, there are two post positions each for the allative 
and locative cases. One is used with animate nouns and the 
other with inanimate nouns. It must be noted that for this 
purpose the nouns referring to body parts and house are also 
treated as animate in Ao (See section 2.4). 
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Allative : 


n{ pa-tagi senpuu yok 
I he-to money-five sent 
p4y doctor-taqi aol h 
he doctor-to goes 
ayoQ-i woQ 
river-to go (imp) 
sentep-i w6g 
church-to go (imp) 

Locative : 

dztn-tak 
dog-in/at 
la office-tao liye) h 
pal h nok tuli-nug liye) h 
they Tuli-in are 

Some examples for each class of nouns with different 
gender markers are given below. The gender markers /-p&/ and 
/-la/ are added to masculine and feminine human nouns respec¬ 
tively. These gender markers are same as the third person 
masculine and faminine pronouns respectively. 


Human 

Masculine 


Feminine 

k6yel h ‘ thief ’ 

koyel h pa 

‘ male 
thief 5 

4 &6yel h lk 

'female thief’ 

insugel h ‘ black¬ 
smith’ 

insuQelpi ‘ male 
blacksmith ’ 

inurjel h ld 

‘ female 

blacksmith ’ 

siugsag ‘ dancer ’ 

smgsagpa 

‘ ma]e 
dancer ’ 

suigsaglk 

‘ female 

dancer’ 

kanten 4 singer ’ 

lcantenpa 

‘ male 
singer ’ 

kantenlk 

4 female 
singer ’ 


‘ I sent him five rupees ’ 
‘ he goes to the doctor ’ 
‘ go to the river ’ 

1 go to the church ’ 

‘ in the dog 5 

4 she is in the office ’ 

‘ they are away in Tuli ’ 
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The proper nouns also carry gender markers /-pa/ and /-IS/ for 
masculine ane feminine names respectively. 


pentagpS 

cupanugpa 

amenli 

nal h ola 


‘ Bendangba’ 

‘ Chubanungba ’ 
‘ Amenla ’ 

‘ Narola ’ 


With some human nouns the masculine gender marker is /-sag/ 
and not /pa/. But the feminine gender marker is /-la/. 


Human Masculine Feminine 

kiyirn ‘ marriage ‘ kiyimsag kiyimlS 1 bride ’ 

‘ bridegroom ’ 

« % 4 

aziumesen ‘ lazy ’ azuimesensag aztumesenla 

‘ lazy man 5 ‘ lazy woman ’ 

alSl h ‘ slave ’ al&l h sag ‘male slave’ al41 h l& ‘female slave ’ 

2.2.3. Number : 

There are two numbers in Ao : Singular and Plural. But 
the number is also not grammatically significant like gender, in 
the sense that it is not relevant for subject-predicate concordance 
etc. The number is thus not marked in the verb or adjective. The 
plural marker is /-tern/ which is added to the singular noun 
which is unmarked. The number marker follows the gender 
marker, if there is one. 

Singular Plural 


tepusag 

‘ brother ’ 

tapusagtem 

‘ brothers ’ 

nisog 

‘ person ’ 

nisogtem 

‘persons, people’ 

aziu 

‘ dog ’ 

azuitem 

‘ dogs ’ 

ki 

‘ house ’ 

kitem 

‘houses ’ 

logpak 

‘ rock ’ 

logpaktem 

‘ rocks ’ 

ipa 

‘ it ’ 

item 

‘ they (non-hum)’ 
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in noun phrases, which are composed of a head and a modifier, 
the plural marker is added to the whole noun phrase. Thus in 
the linear order, this marker follows the modifier. 

kl tu?lu 

house big ‘ big house ’ 

k| tu?lutem 

house big, ‘ big houses ’ 
nis6o tac60 

person good ‘ good person ’ 
nins60 tacoQtem 
person good ‘ good persons ’ 
nal h o temesurj 

flower white ‘ white flower 5 

nal h o temesuQtem 

flower white Pl. ‘ white flowers *’ 


When a numeral is present indicating a number more than one, 5 
the plural marker /-tem/ is optionally dropped. When the plural 
marker is present it follows the mumeral, for instance. 


kl 

‘ house 5 

kftem ‘ houses 

kl an£ 

‘ house two ’ 

‘ two houses 5 

kf asem 

‘ house three ’ 

‘ three houses ’ 

kl tel 1 * 

‘ house ten ’ 

‘ ten houses ’ 

The plural marker exclusively used 

with human personal and 

interrogative pronouns is 

/-nok/. 


nl £ I 5 

o-nok 

‘ we (exl) ’ 


ase-nok 

‘ we (incl) ’ 

na ‘ you (sg.)’ 
pi ‘ he ’ 1 

ne-nok 

4 you (pl.) 5 

la 'she 5 / 

pal h nok 

‘ they ’ 

sipa ‘ who ’ 

siyel h -onk 

6 who (pl.) ’ 
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The stem variants of the pronouns are discussed in the next 
section. 

2.2.4 Personal Pronouns : 

The personal pronouns in Ao distinguish three persons, two 
numbers and three genders as follows : 

Person : First person, Second person and Third person. 
Number : Singular and Plural. 

Gender : Human masculine and human feminine and non¬ 
human. The masculine feminine is found only in third 
person human singular. Thus the gender distinction in 
pronouns is different from the gender distinction in substan¬ 
tives discussed above. In the substantives the distinction 
is between animate and inanimate, and not between human 
and non-human as in pronouns. 5 


TABLE-1 




Singular 


Plural 

1st Person 


n{ 

T 

asenok 

onok 

~unok 

‘we (incl)’ 
‘we (excl)’ 

2nd Person 


n4 

‘you’ 

nenok 

‘you’ 

3rd Person 






Human: 

55 

Mas. 

Fern. 

Vk 

la 

‘he’ 

‘she’ 

J pal h nok 

1 

‘hey’ 

Non-human 


ip& 

‘it’ 

item 

‘they’ 


3. Human pronouns are however used rarely to refer to animals 
also in writing. 
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The personal pronouns have many stem variants. The forms 
that occur in singular are free forms and the forms that occur 
before the plural are bound forms and the forms which occur 
before case suffixes are bound or free depending on the particular 
case suffix. It may be noted that some of the bound forms have 
quite different shapes. 


TABLE-2 


Free forms 

Base forms before the 
plural suffix 

Base forms of the Sg. 
before the case suffix 

nf T 

ase 

ni 

with other cases 


0” 

~u- 

t 

kui 

in genitive 



na 

with other cases 

na ‘you’ 

ne- 

/ 

nra 

in genitive before 


human 

nuiff-m genitive before 
non-human 


p4 with other cases 

and in genitive 
before human 6 7 

p£ ‘he’ pal h - pM h -in genitive before 

non-human 

lap Ik — 

la ‘she’ lal h - — 

ipS ‘it’ ip&- with all cases 


6. For the distribution of genitive forms see Ch. 2.4. 

7. The plural form /lal h nok/ ‘they’ (feminine) is used only in 
writing and there is no contrast between masculine and 
feminine in plural in the spoken language. The masculine 
form /pal h nok/ ‘they’ is used for both. 
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A few examples of the bound forms occurring before 
case suffixes are given below with case suffixes. 


km ten 

‘with me’ 

nraten ‘with you’ 

p4 ten 

‘with him’ 

f 

km tak 

‘ in me ’ 

nrn tak ‘ in you ’ 

14 tak 

‘ in her’ 

t 

kra nem 

‘to me’ 

t 

nra nem ‘to you’ 

p4 nem 

‘to him’ 

kmtagi 

‘ to me ’ 

nm tagi ‘to you’ 

14 tagi 

‘to her’ 

t 

km nugi 

‘from me’ 

/ 

nm nugi ‘from you’ 

pal h nok 

nugi 


‘ from them’ 

It may be noted that the oblique forms are identical with genitive 
forms. 

km kf ‘ my house ’ lg teni ‘ her nose ’ 

nuipu ‘ your father ’ pgl h zui ‘ his dog ’ 

As far as plural forms of the personal pronouns are concerned 
there is no difference between the nominative and the oblique 
forms. In other words, the case markers can be added to the 
nominatives without any change. 

asenok aki ‘ by/with us (incl) ’ 

ouok tagi ‘ to us (excl) ’ 

nenok atema ‘ for you (pi) ’ 

pal h nok nugi ‘ from them ’ 

asenok ten ‘ with us (incl) ’ 

nenok tak ‘ in /at you (pi.)’ 

It may be mentioned here that the genitive in plural is also 
identical with the nominative. 

asenok kS ‘ our house (incl) ’ 

onok kakkt ‘ our book (excl) ’ 

nenok school ‘ your school (pi.) ’ 

pal h nok tan61 h ‘ their child’ 


3 
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2.2.5. The Demonstrative Pronouns : 

The demonstratives in Ao are formed by adding the 
demonstrative marker to the pronouns of human masculine, 
human feminine and non-human gender. The demonstrative 
markers are /ya/ and /ci/. The former refers to persons or 
things which are very near to the participants during the speech 
act or known to the listener even if he or she is not present 
during the speech act. The latter refers to persons or things 
that, are far away. The former can be called the proximate 
demonstrative and the latter remote demonstrative. 


Proximate Remote 


pa-ya 

‘ this is he ’ 

p&-ci 

‘ that is he : 

he this 


he that 


la-ya 

‘ this is she ’ 

14—ci 

‘ that is she 

she this 


she that 


ipa-ya 

‘ this is it ’ 

ipa-ci 

‘ that is it ’ 

it this 


it that 


paj h nolc-ya 

‘ they are 

pal h nok-ci 

‘ they are 

they this 

(hum) ’ 

they that 

(hum) ’ 

item-ya 

* they are 

item-ci 

‘ they are 

they this 

(non-hum) ’ 

they that 

(non-h urn) 


The demonstrative adjective is formed by adding the 
demonstrative marker after the head noun. The pronoun 
preceding the head noun gives the gender-number of the head 
noun. Thus each demonstrative adjective phrase is marked for 
the gender-number of the head noun. 


pa nisog ci 
ip& azui ya 
ipa ki ci 


‘ that person ’ 
‘ this dog ’ 

‘ that house ’ 
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item kf ci ‘ those houses ’ 

item 160 ya ‘ these stones ’ 

The demonstrative adverbs of place and time are as follows : 

yagi ‘here’ y&gci \ , 

tag ‘ now ’ itakci J there 

itagci ‘ then ’ 

2.2.6. Interrogative Pronouns : 

The interrogative pronouns found in Ao are : 


sipa 

‘ who ? ’ . 

siyel h -nok 

‘ who (pi.) ? 

kuici 

‘ what ? ’ 

kuta 1 
kuma/ 

‘ how ? ’ 

kupa 

‘ which ? ’ 

kog~kug 

‘ where ? ’ 

kutag 

‘ when ? ’ 

kracipa 

‘ why ? ’ 


It is possible to segment /ku/ in the above forms as the 
interrogative marker. However /kui/ occurs with /kuici/ ‘ what ’ 
and /si/ with /sipa/ ‘who’. 

2.2.6.1. The Article : 

There are two articles, /ci/ the definite article equivalent to 
the English ‘ the ’ and /ka/ the indefinite article equivalent to the 
English ‘ a ’ in Ao. The definite article is the same as the 
remote demonstrative and the indefinite article is same as the 
numeral one. They are free forms. They follow the noun like 
the adjective. It is the last item in the surface order of the noun 
phrase. 

nisog-ci ‘ the person/people ’ 

person the 

nisog-tem-ci 
person pi. the 


‘ the persons ’ 
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nisog-tacog-tem-ci ‘ the good persons ’ 

person-good pi. the 

kakfct-ka ‘ a book ’ 

book a 

kakfet tkc6g-ka ‘a good book ’ 

book good a 

2.2.6.2. Quantifiers: 

The quantifiers in Ao are: /kal h / ‘ some ’ and /ayka/ ‘ many 

nisog kal h ‘ some persons ’ 

person some 

nisog ayka ‘ many persons/people ’ 

person many 

The plural marker /-tem/ may optionally occur after the noun 
when /kal h / or /&yka/ occurs as with numerals. 

nisog tem kal h 6 some persons’ 

2.3. Numerals: 

Numerals form a special sub-class of nouns. The basic- 
numerals denoting the numbers from one to ten and twenty, fifty 
and hundred are nionomorphic. The other numerals are derived 
from compounding these basic numerals. The basic numerals 
are given below: 


ka 

‘ one ’ 

ana 

‘ two ’ 

asem 

‘three’ 

peziu 

‘ four ’ 

pugu 

‘ five ’ 

tlhok 

‘ six ’ 

tent 

‘ seven ’ 

tl 

‘ eight ’ 

toko 

‘ nine ’ 

tel h 

‘ ten ’ 

t 

me cut 

‘ twenty ’ 

tenem 

‘ fifty’ 

noklag 

‘ hundred ’ 
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The numbers from eleven to nineteen are formed by adding the 
basic numerals from one to nine after /tel 11 / ‘ ten ’ 


tel h ka 

‘ eleven ’ 

tel h an& 

4 twelve ’ 

tel h asem 

‘ thirteen ’ 

tel h pezui 

‘ fourteen ’ 

tel b puQu 

‘ fifteen ’ 

tel h tl h ok 

4 sixteen ’ 

tel h tenet 

‘ seventeen ’ 

tel h t! 

4 eighteen ’ 

tel h toko 

‘ nineteen ’ 



The multiples 

of tens upto 

ninety except twenty and fifty are 

formed by adding the allomorph /el h / of the 
4 ten ’ after the basic numerals. 

morpheme /tel h / 

semel h 

4 thirty ’ 

liyel h 

4 forty ’ 

l h okel h 

4 sixty ’ 

netel h 

4 seventy ’ 

tiyel h 

4 eighty ’ 

tokol h 

4 ninety ’ 


When the allomorph /-el h / is added to the primary numerals 
the following morphophonemic changes take place. 


a) The first syllable of /asem/ 4 three ’ and /tenet/ ‘ seven’ 
are dropped. 

b) The first consonant of /tl h ok/ 4 six ’ is dropped. 

c) The numeral /peziu/ “four’ has /li-/ as the stem 
variant. 

d) The initial vowel of /el h / is dropped when it is added to 
the numeral /toko/ 4 nine’ ending in a back vowel. 

e) The glide jyj is inserted when the basic numeral ends in 
a front vowel as in /liel h / ‘ sixty 5 and /tlyel h / 4 eighty ’. 

The thirtyone and fortyone etc., are formed by adding the 
basic numerals one to nine. 

semel h 4 thirty ’ liyel 11 4 forty ’ 

sem61 h ka 4 thirtyone ’ liyel h ka ‘ fortyone ’ 

semel h ana * thirtytwo ’ liyel h ana 4 fortytwo , 

etc, 
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The form for twenty and fifty are /mecnx/ and /tenem/ 
respectively, and they are primary and are not derived from any 
other numeral. But the allomorph / el h / for ten is added 
redundantly to form twentyone to twentynine and fifty one to 


fiftynine. 8 

mecra! h ka 

‘ twentyone ’ 


mecuil h toko 

‘ twentynine ’ 


tenemel h k& 

‘ fiftyone ’ 


tenemel b toko 

‘ fiftynine ’ 


2.3.1. Ordinals: 

Ao has a suffix to derive the ordinals from the cardinals. 
The suffix is /-puba/. 

pezui ‘ four ’ pezui puba ‘ fourth ’ 

pugu ‘ five ’ pugu puba ‘ fifth ’ 

tel h an& ‘ twelve ’ tel h ana puba ‘ twelfth ’ 

The numeral /k&/ ‘ one ’ has a suppletive form /mezufl/ to 
indicate the ordinal ‘first’. The ordinal suffix /puba/ may be 
optionally added to /mezug/, which itself is an ordinal. The 
numerals /an&/ ‘two’ and /asem/ ‘three’ which begin with a vowel 
have the stem variants /tana/ and /tasem/ before the ordinal 
suffix /puba/. 

The variants have /t/ added initially to the basic numeral. 
On the pattern of allomorphs of /tel h / ‘ ten ’ and /tl h ok/ ‘ six ’ 
without initial /t/ discussed above, it is possible to have here 
also the forms with initial /t/ /tana/ and /tasem/) as basic and 
the forms without it (/ana/ and /tasem/) as variants. 

2.3.2. Distributives : 

The distributive numerals are formed by reduplication. 


8. / el h / in these forms may also be analysed as oblique 

markers as they make the oblique forms of certain pronouns. 
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(i) The final syllable of the basic numerals is duplicated to 
form the distributives. Tf the numeral is mono¬ 
syllabic, only available syllable is the final syllable. 


Examples: 




ka 

‘ one 5 

kaka 

‘ one one, i.e., one each ’ 

ana 

‘ two ’ 

an&na 

‘ two two, i.e., two each ’ 

asern 

‘three ’ 

asemsem 

‘ three three, i.e., three each ’ 

pezui 

‘ fo ur ’ 

pezmzm 

‘ four four, i.e., four each ’ 

tenet 

‘ seven ’ 

tenetnet 

‘ seven seven, i.e., seven eachs 

However in the case of the numeral /ti/ ‘ eight ’ and other’ 
derived from it only the final vowel is duplicated. 

ti 

eight ’ 

tiyi 

‘ eight eight, i.e., eight each ’ 

tel Hi 

‘ eighteen ’ 

tel h tfy£ 

‘ eighteen eighteen, i.e., 


eighteen each ’ 


It may be noted here that the loss of initial /t/ is found as 
mentioned above with the variants of some other numerals also, 
but in different constructions. 

2.4. The Case Markers : 

The case markers in Ao are added to nouns to denote case 
relations between the noun and the predicate. There are eight 
cases excluding the genitive and thirteen case markers. The 
accusative is not marked by any case marker. The allative and 
the locative cases have two case markers each whose occurrence 
is conditioned by the gender of the noun. That is, different case 
markers are used for animate and inanimate nouns. It may be 
mentioned that the native speakers write the case markers with 
space after the noun except for the case marker jij, a single 
vowel morpheme, which is written with hyphen after the noun. 
This indicates that the native speakers consider the case markers 
as independent words. 



40 


AO GRAMMAR 


The case markers are added to the oblique form wherever 
they are available. 

The nominative case : The marker is /—1/ and it is added 
when the predicate is a transitive verb of any tense. When it is 
added to the noun ending in /a/ it becomes jyj. When it is 
added to a noun ending in /i/ it is dropped. 


nl 

pa 

ago 

‘ 1 see him ’ 

I 

him 

see 


pa-y 

kakkt 

a 06 

‘ he saw the book ’ 

he (nom) 

book 

saw 


14—y 

* 

kui nem 

sentel h 

akaciu ‘ she gave me ten 

she (nom) 

me to 

ten rupees gave rupees ’ 

na-y 

azur tak 

zinktaki 

‘ you (sg) are beating 

you (nom) 

dog at 

beating 

the dog : 

pal h nok-i 

n4si tak 

togtaki 

‘ they are hitting at 

they (nom) 

cow at 

hitting 

the cow : 

azui-y-i 

tanol h tak 

kgo 

‘the dog bit the child 

dog (nom) 

child at 

bit 



The accusative case is not marked by any marker. 

p4y nf a'j6 ‘ he saw me ’ 

he I saw 

n4y 14 hi]61 h ‘ you (sg) are looking at her ’ 

you she see 

n4sitem-i mamacra akucel h ‘ the cows give milk ’ 

cow- (pi.) (nom) milk give 

The dative case is indicated by the marker /nem/. 

ipa kakkt ya kra-nem akacag ‘ give this book to me ’ 

it book (dem) me to give (imp) 

nf nra-nem sentel* 1 akacel* 1 ‘ I give you (sg) ten rupees’ 
I you to moneyten give (pres) 
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flf Pa nem sentlfok akacincm ‘ I have to give him six rupees’ 
I he to money six give have 

amcuk azui-nem akacag 1 give bread to the dog ’ 

bread dog to give (imp) 

mamacui tanol h -nem akacag ‘ give milk to the child ’ 

milk child to give (imp) 

pay kui-nem y6k k he sent to me ’ 

he me to sent 

The dilative case is indicated by / tagi/ and / caki % The 
/tarji/ occurs with animate nouns and /caki/ occurs with inanimate 
nouns, /caki/has a variant / i / which is in free variation. Of 
the two, / i / is more frequent than / caki /,. 


nl pa-ta t}i 

J he to 

senpuQu 
money five 

yok 

sent 

‘ I sent him five rupees 

ni doctor-ta()i 

I doctor to 

aw6l h 

go 


‘ I go to the doctor ’ 

nay ki-taQi 

You house to 

awoi 1 ' 

go 


‘ You (sg) go home ’ 

ayorj-i 60 

river to go 

ayofl-cald 
river to 

60 

go 

‘ go to the river ’ 

sentep~i 6Q 

church to go 

seutep-caki 6 q 
church to go 

‘ go to the church ’ 

kal h i-y-i kahhcaki 
cart to cart to 


‘ to the cart ’ 

a(ii~?-i alu-7-ci 

field to field to 

a ki 


‘ to the field ’ 


The benefactive case is expressed by the markers / atema / or 
/ asusi / ‘ for They are in free variation. 


nl atema/asusi 
na atema/asusi 
aziu atema/asusi 


‘ for me ’ 

‘ for you (sg) ’ 
1 for dog ’ 
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lot) atema/asusi ‘ for stone ’ 

an ka atema/asusi ‘ For one chicken ’ 

chicken one for/for 

napui) k4 atema/asusi koyka ‘ how much for a goat, 1 / ’ 

goat a for/for howmuch 

The ablative case is marked by / nugi / ' From 

n{ mysore-nugi al h ol h ■ I am coming From Mysore ’ 

I Mysore from coming 

:na la-nugi senpuQu akiyaQ ‘ you (sg) take live rupees from 
you she from money five take (imp) her ’ 

teka-nugi ‘ from the hand ’ 

hand from 

kl-nuQi ‘ from the house ’ 

house from 

The sociative case is marked by /ten/ ‘ with’. 


nt 

kru-pu-ten 

awo 

‘I went with my fat 

I 

my father with 

went 


p4 

pal h nok-ten 

al h u 

‘he carne with them 

he 

they with 

came 


la 

pd-ten 

aw61 h 

‘ she goes with him ’ 

she 

he with 

goes 



The locative case is marked by / tak /|./ tarj / and / nuQ /, 
/ tak / occurs with animate nouns and / tan / and/nug/with 
inanimate nouns. Of the latter two / tag / is used if the place 
and time referred to are near the speaker and close to the speech 
event respectively, j nut) / is used when they are farther. 

onoki nasi-tak azuikel h ‘ we hit at the cow ’ 

we (nom) cow at hit 
/ 

nay kra-tak tay magocui ‘you cannot find mistake 

you (nom) my in mistake not find in me ’ 
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azLu-lak 

‘ at/in the dog ’ 

dog in/at 


pa ki-tag liyel h 

‘ he is in the house * 

he house in is 


la office-tag !iyel h 

*'fhe is in the office ’ 

she office in is 


f 

kiuca?la alh?-nug ci liyel h 

‘ my daughter is away in the 

my daughter field in the is 

field ’ 


pal h nok tuli-nug liyel h ‘ they are away in Tuli ’ 

they Tuli in are 

The genitive case does not have any special marker. The 
preceding noun has genitive relationship to the following noun. 

Examples: 


pa tepu 
he father 

‘ his father ’ 

pa k| 
he house 

‘ his house ’ 

IS teni 

she nose 

5 her nos| ? 

patak tasikag 
duck wing 

5 duck’s wing ? 

azxa tepen 
dog tail 

‘ dog’s tail r 

tan61 h kf 

child house 

‘ child’s house 


However, the singular persona! pronouns in first and second 
person have special oblique forms when they occur as genitive. 

nut pu ‘ your father ’ 

your father 
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nral h zui 

‘ your dog : 

your dog 


koi-pu 

‘ my father 

my father 


lau kf 

‘ my house 

my house 



The third person singular pronoun has the oblique form 
when the following noun is non-human. 

p41 h kakfet ‘ his book ’ 

his book 


l§l h zui 
her dog 


‘ her dog ’ 



3. Adjcetives 


Adjectives do not have a marker. However, the degrees of 
comparison are marked morphologically on the adjectives by 
adding the suffixes /-pa/ and /—tipa/ to indicate the comparative 
and superlative degrees respectively. The class of adjectives 
can thus be defined on the basis of the addition of the comparison 
markers. 

talaQ ‘tali’ 

talaQ-pa ‘ taller 5 

talaQ-tipa ‘tallest’ 

p& kui tarjnuQi talhgpa ‘ he is taller than me ’ 
he me than taller 

la nur taQnuQi tacoOpa ‘ she is better than you (sg.) ’ 
she you than better 

India nur) Calcutta imti tu?lutipa 

or 

India nuQ imti tu?lutipa Calcutta ‘ Calcutta is the 

India in city biggest Calcutta biggest city in India’ 



4- Verb Morphology 


The verb in Ao is defined as a morpheme capable of taking 
tense/aspect markers or the imperative markers. The verbs in 
Ao are not marked for person-number-gender. 

4.1. The Structure of the Verb: 

The structure of a simple verb in. Ao may be defined as 
follows : 

(i) Root 

(ii) Prefix + Root 

(iii) Root + Suffix 

(iv) Prefix + Root + Suffix 

In the verbs which have a prefix, the prefix may be either the 
classificatory prefix /a/ and /me/ or the negative indicative 
prefix /ma/ (which becomes /me/ in certain contexts) and the 
negative imperative prefix /ta/ (which becomes /te/ in certain 
contexts). The classificatory prefix /a/ ‘which is very common’ 
occurs with most verbs and it is difficult to fix a meaning for it. 
The prefix /me/, which occurs with a few verbs of action which 
require some physical or body force. It may be mentioned that 
the classificatory prefix /a/ is dropped in some contexts (cf. 1.7.). 
However, the classificatory prefix /me/ is not dropped. 

apu ‘ to blow * 

acem ‘ to drink ’ 

to laugh ’ 


meniu 
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meyo 

‘ to wash (clothes etc 

mapu 

‘ not to blow ’ 

macem 

5 not to drink ’ 

memenur 

‘ not to laugh ’ 

memeyh 

‘ not to wash ’ 

tapu 

‘ don’t blow ’ 

tacem 

‘ don’t drink ’ 

tcmeniu 

* don’t laugh ’ 

temeyd 

‘ don’t wash ’ 


Theie are a tew verbs in Ao, which do not have any 
classificatory prefix : 


cuik 

‘ to fall ’ 

yok 

‘ to send (a person) 

zuil u 

‘ to write ’ 

camp! 

‘ to speak ’ 


When a verb has a suffix, the suffix may be either an aspect 
marker or tense marker or the imperative marker. If there is 
an. aspect marker and a tense marker as in the case of the 
durative constructions the tense marker is added to the auxiliary 
verb which follows the aspect marker. 


acem-cin 

drink will 

* will drink ’ 

akin-cm 

remove will 

‘ will remove 

mesep-eux 

kiss will 

‘ will kiss ’ 

menak-eux 
lick will 

‘ will lick ’ 

mesepag 
kiss (imp). 

‘ kiss ! ’ 
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menakag 4 lick ! ’ 

lick (imp). 

ni campl-y-a liyasiu 5 1 was speaking ’ 
1 speak (Asp) was 

A verb may have a prefix and a suffix simultaneously. 


a-ta-cui 
vp draw will 

‘ will draw (water) ’ 

me-nag-cut 
vp sit will 

‘ will sit ’ 

a-tag 
vp draw 

‘ draw (water) ’ 

me-nagag 
vp sit 

‘ sit ! ’ 

ma-ta-cui 

not draw will 

4 will not draw (water; 

me-me-na g-cra 
not vp sit will 

* will not sit ’ 


4.2. The Verb / ali / : 

/ ali / is the verb ‘ be ’ in Ao. The initial vowel is the 
classificatory prefix. As mentioned before it is dropped when 
the following morpheme begins with a vowel. It is not dropped 
when the following morpheme begins with a consonant. 

li-y-asiu ‘ was ’ 

a-li-ciu ‘ will be 

li-y~el h ‘ is ’ 

The verb / ali / has three functions. One is copulative. It 
occurs when the predicate is a noun or an adjective. 

nf nisog ka liyel h Tama man ’ 

1 man a is 
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la tacog iivel h ‘ she is good ’ 

she good is 

kin kakat ka liyel h9 ‘ 1 have a book ’ 
my book a is 

When the finite verb has an aspect marker and a tense marker, 
/ ali / is used as an auxiliary to carry the tense markers. 

ni ci-y-a Siyasiu ‘ I was eating ’ 

I eat (Asp) was 

nf ci-li liyel h ‘ I just ate ’ 

I eat (Asp) is 

4.3. Tenses : 

Ao distinguishes between past, present and future tenses. 
The past tense is not morphologically marked while the present 
and future tenses are marked by separate markers. 

4.3.1 The Past : 

The verb takes no overt markers to indicate simple past 
except the ‘ be ’ verb J ali / where the past tense marker 
is / astu /. 

pa al h u 
nf zluIu 
\i camp! 
pal h nok liyasiu 

4.3.2. The Present: 

The present tense marker is /taki/. 

9. There is also another verb jkh\ h l ‘possess’. But its 
subject is in the nominative. 

e.g., nf kakat ka kal h ' I have a book ’ 

I book a have 


‘ he came ’ 

‘ I wrote ’ 

‘she spoke’ 
‘ they were ’ 
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pi 

zuilu-taki 

‘ she is writing ’ 

14 

s61 h o-taki 

‘ she is cooking 

ni 

al h u-taki 

‘ I am coming ’ 


However, this present tense marker is not added to the verb /aI i/ 
‘ be Only /el h /, the habitual aspect marker, is added to this 
verb. In other words, there is no contrast between simple present 
and habitual with the ‘ be ’ verb. 

4.3 3. The Future : 

The future tense marker is /cm/. 

p& al h u-cm ‘ he will come ’ 

pal h nok campl-cui ‘ they will speak ’ 

nl hwa-cra ‘ I will swim ’ 

4.4. Aspects: 

There are four aspects in Ao, viz., habitual, durative, perfect 
and immediate. Some of them are restricted to one or two 
particular tenses, as discussed below. 

The habitual marker is /-e\ h / and it has a phonological 
variant /-l h /, which occurs with verbs ending in vowels 


/A 

u, o/. 


pa 

pala-l h 

‘ he divorces 

ni 

al h u-l h 

‘ I come ’ 

14 

awo-l h 

‘ she goes ’ 


/—el h / occurs with verbs ending in consonants and other vowels. 
When it occurs after vowels, the glide jyj is inserted. 

n{ acem-el h ‘ I drink ’ 

n4 ani-y-el h ‘ you lead ’ 

14 anux-y-el h ‘ she paints ’ 

The durative aspect occurs with past and future tenses. 
That is, there is no distinction between simple present and 
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present durative. The markers are /a/ and /i/ s which occur 
with the positive verb and with the negative verb respectively. 
This aspect marker is added to the verb root and is followed by 


the past and future 

form of verb /ali/ ‘ be 

nf -cem-a 

liyasm 

4 I was drinking ’ 

nf cem-a 

aliciu 

4 T will be drinking ’ 

nl me-cem-i 

liyasui 

4 I was not drinking ’ 

nf me-cem-i 

aliciu 

4 I will not be drinking ’ 

The penect aspect marker /uko f or /oko/ and it occurs 

only in the past. 

/uko/ and /oko/ 

are in free variation (note 

that the classificatory prefix /a/ is 

dropped since this marker 

begins with a vowel). 


acem cem-uko — cem-oko 

4 had drunk ’ 

azug zug-uko 

~ zug-oko 

4 had read ’ 

aci ci-uko 

~ ci-oko 

‘ had ate ’ 

The immediate 

aspect marker is 

/—li/ and it occurs with all 

three tenses. 



cem-li 

liyasui 

* just drink ’ 

cem-li 

liyel h 

4 is just drinking ’ 

cem-1 i 

aliciu 

* will just drink ’ 

4.5. Imperative: 



The imperative 

suffix is /ag/ and it has a phonologically 

conditioned variant /-g/. 


J&SJf/ occurs with ver 

bs ending in vowels except /i/ and /mj| 

al h u-g 


4 come ! ! 

aka-g 


1 shoot! ’ 

ata-g 


‘ wait ! ’ 


s6l h o-g 


‘ cook ! ' 
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ag6~g ‘ see ! ’ 

zralu-g ‘ write down ! ’ 

/-ag/ occurs with verbs ending in consonants or in vowels /i/ 
and /ra/. When it occurs after these vowels, the glide /y/ is 
inserted: 


yok-ag 

tutet-ag 

pugtag-ag 

campl-y-ag 

si-y-ag 

asui-y-ag 


‘ send (a person) ! ’ 
‘ dig up ! ’ 

‘ jump across ! ’ 

‘ speak ! ’ 

1 tell ! ’ 

‘ build ! ’ 


Tt may be mentioned here again that the classificatory vowel /-a/ 
is dropped when the imperative suffix is /-ag/ (cf. 1.6.) 


atep 

‘ to paint ’ 

tep-ag 

‘ paint ! 

apen 

‘ to bring ’ 

pen-ag 

‘ bring ! 

acam 

‘ to drink ’ 

cam-ag 

‘ drink ! 


4.6. Permissive : 


The permissive mood is indicated by adding /-takcag/ to 
verbs. When this suffix is added, the classificatory prefix is 
deleted as for the imperatives, /takcag/ is used when the 
speaker requests the listner to permit somebody. The noun 
referring to somebody is in the accusative case and it cannot 
be second person. 


pal h nok 
p k 
ni 
la 


al h u-takcag 

cam-takcag 

6-takcag 

ziulu-takcag 


‘ let them come’ 
‘ let him drink ’ 
‘ let me go ’ 

‘ let her write ’ 



VERB MORPHOLOGY 


53 


4 7. Obligatory Mood: 

The obligatory mood is expressed by adding /cuila/ 4 must ’ 
after the verb, or by adding the verb /ka/ to the infinitive. 


nf 

aocui 

‘ I have to go ’ 

n| 

aociula 

‘ I must go ’ 

n& 

acicra 

‘ You have to eat 

na 

acicoila 

4 You must eat ’ 


/ ka/ is from the verb /aka/ ‘ have ’ and it is shown by the fact 
that it has the verbal prefix and also by the fact that the negative 
piefix is added to it in negative obligatory constructions unlike 
with /cuila/, where the negative prefix is added to the main 
verb. 

4 8. Probability Mood : 

The probability mood is expressed by adding /hkok/ to the 
verb. 


P4y 

mfenfep 

akolc 

‘ he may catch ’ 

l&y 

itog 

akok 

5 she may reach ’ 

■Pay 

ktalokcui 

4k ok 

‘ It may happen ’ 

nf 

ipay inyakcra 

mkkok 

‘ I may not do this ’ 


4 . 9 . Conditional: 


The conditional marker is /-l^a/ which has a freely varying 
alternate /-l h api]/. The classificatory prefix /a-/ is dropped 
here also. 


akinui 

4 to want ’ 

akiniu-l h a 

akinra-l^apag 

‘ if wants ’ 

Inyik 

‘ to work ’ 

lnyak-l h a 

inykk-papag 

‘ if works ’ 

al h u 

‘ to come ’ 

alhu-Jh a 

alhu-l h apag 

4 if comes ’ 

meno 

‘ to late ’ 

meno-l h a 

meno-l h apag 

4 if late ’ 

amen 

4 to sit ’ 

men-l h a 

men-j h apag 

4 if sits ’ 

apug 

‘ to jump ’ 

pug-1 h a 

pug-J h apag 

4 if jumps ’ 

ao 

6 to go ’ 

6~l h a 

o-l h apag 

4 if goes ’ 
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4.10 Negatives: 

The negative in Ao has two markers, viz., /ta/ and /ma/. 
The former is added to the verb in imperative and the latter to 
any other verbal form. The negative marker /ma/ is also a free 
form and can be used as a negative reply to a question : 


Q : na ciu akinel h asm ? 
A] : ma 

A 2 : makinel h 
Q : nf sutgu akinel h 
Ax : ma 

A 2 : makinel h 


‘ do you want water ? ’ 

6 „ ~ J 

no 

‘ (I) do not want ’ 

‘ I want tea ’ 

‘ no ’ 

‘ (I) do not want ’ 


There is also another free negative torm /nog/ which is politer 
than /ma/. 

Q : n& coffee akiner asui ? ‘ do you want coffee ? ’ 

A, ; nog ‘ no please ’ 

Ao: nog makinel h ‘ no please, do not want 

4.10.1. The vowel /-a/ in the negative marker is assimilated 
to the following vowel as given below. The reason for having 
/-a/ as the basic vowel is that only if the vowel is /-a/ the morpho- 
phonemic loss of one of the two /a/s can be explained as a 
result of the rule (cf. 1.7) which deletes one of the two identical 
vowels in a sequence. Moreover, the free form of the negative 
has the vowel /-a/ present. 

The vowel /a/ of the negative markers is assimilated to the 
following vowel as mentioned earlier. And the vowel /a-/ is lost 
before the verb with the classificatory suffix /a/. The following 
examples will illustrate these changes. 

4.10.1.1. a -j- <j> when followed by a verb with the classificatory 
vowel 

ma + apti map6 ‘ not to blow ’ 

ma + asu masu ‘ not to die ’ 
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ma -f- acam —> macam 

ta + ap 6 —>■ tapfl 

ta 4 - asu —*■ tasu 

ta + acam —> tacam 


‘ not to drink ’ 
‘ don’t blow’ 

‘ don’t die ’ 

‘ don’t drink ’ 


4 10.1.2. a i when followed by a verb beginning with the 
vowel I'l/ (the glide jyj is inserted later between the two vowels). 


ma 4 - hnsa —> mi-y-imsa 
ma 4- imla -> mi-y-imla 
ta + imsa —> ti-y-imsa 
ta 4 - imla -* ti-y-imla 


‘ not to melt ’ 

‘ not to expect ’ 
‘ don’t melt ’ 

‘ don’t expect * 


4.10.1.3. a -* u when followed by a verb beginning with the 
vowel /u/ (the glide /w/ is inserted between the two vowels). 


ma 4 - utag 

_> 

mu-w-utag 

ma 4 - ulu 

—> 

mu-w-ulu 

ma + hsi 

-* 

mu-w-hsi 

ta 4 - utag 


tu-w-utag 

ta 4 - ulu 

—> 

tu-w-ulu 

ta 4 - ftsi 

—> 

tu-w-hsi 


‘ not to measure ’ 
‘ not to excel ’ 

‘ no to load ’ 

‘ don’t measure ’ 

‘ don’t excel 5 
‘ don’t load’ 


4.10,1.4. a —*■ e when followed by a verb beginning with a 
consonant. 


ma 4 * shpu — 

mesbpi: 

‘ not to put on ’ 

ma + meci 

memeci 

‘ not to bite ’ 

ma 4 nemsi —>• 

menemsi 

‘ not to massage ’ 

ta 4 l h isa —» 

tel h 6 sa 

‘ don’t explain ’ 

ta 4 - kamet -> 

tekamet 

‘ don’t protect ’ 

ta 4 cipu -> 

tecipu 

5 don’t fear ’ 

4.11 Interrogatives : 




The interrogateves fall into two types. One is the WH~ 
question which asks for information. The other is YES-NO 
question which asks for the confirmation or negation of a 
statement. 
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4.11.1 YES-NO Interrogation : 

This interrogation has four morphemes, ns., /asiu/, /ama/, 
/no/ and /na/. Their differences are discussed below. They are 
added after the main verb. 

The interrogative morpheme /asm/ is used when a straight 
question is asked. The listener may answer the question either 
positively or negatively. Note that /asm/ can be followed by the 
negative /masra/, as given below. 

pi al h u asm (masra) ‘ did he come (or not) ? ’ 

ni al h ul h asui (masra) ‘ are you coming (or not) ? ’ 

pi tesayol h ki liyasui 

asm (masra) ‘ was he a teacher (or not) ? ’ 

/ama/ on the other hand is used only when the speaker expects 
a positive answer from the listener. Note that the negative 
/masra/ cannot follow this interrogative particle. 

pi al h u ama ‘ did he come ? ’ 

ni al h ul h ama ‘ are you coming ? ’ 

In the sentences with the copulative verb /ali/ in the present 
tense the verb with the tense marker is lost before /asm/ and 
/ama/. 

pa tepol h liyel h ‘he is a boy’ 

pi tepol h asiu ? £ is he a boy ’ 

pi tepol h asra (masra) ? ‘ is a boy (or not) ? ’ 

The interrogative morpheme /no/ indicates the doubt on the 
part of the speaker. Whether a particular event took place or not. 
This may be called dubitative question. 

pi al h ul h no ? ‘I wonder whether he came '! ’ 

The tag question is formed by adding the morpheme /na/ at 
the end. 
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la al h ul h 
M al h ul h na ? 
la mal h ul h 
la mal h ul h na ? 

4 12. Infinitives: 


5 she is coming ’ 

‘ she is coming, isn’t she ? ’ 

‘ she is not coming ’ 

‘ she is not coming, is she ? ’ 


The Infinitives in Ao are formed by suffixing /-cm / to verbs. 


inyak-ciu 

ago-cui 

apu-cur 

nf inyak ciu maka 
I work to not 


‘ to work, for working ’ 
‘ to find, for finding ’ 

‘ to catch, for catching ’ 
‘ I do not have to work ’ 



5. Word Formation 


5.0. The common morphological processes used in word forma¬ 
tion are compounding and derivation. Of the two, compounding 
is a more common process. 

5.1. Compoundiog: 

Compound forms are those derived by combining with a noun 
or a verb one or more free forms which end up in modifying 
relationship with the noun or the verb. The free forms combined 
with a noun are a noun, an adjective or a verb ; and a free form 
combined with a verb is a verb. 

5.1.1. The nominal compounds are thus the combination of two 
or more nouns or the combination of a noun and an adjective, 
or the combination of a noun and a verb. 

(a) N + N 

nal h o ‘ flower ’ -f zaik ‘ thread ’ —> nal h oziuk £ garland ’ 

tenuk ‘ eye ’ + cm ‘ water * nukcui ‘ tears ’ 

(b) Adj + N 

tanak ‘black ’ + nis6rj ‘ man 5 —>■ tanaknishfl ‘ sambo (negro) ’ 
kol h ‘ horse ’ + ti?la ‘ small ’—*■ lcol h ti?la ‘ pony ’ 

(c) N + V 

ita ‘ moon ’ + aya ‘ shine 5 -> itaya ‘ moon light ’ 

cm ‘ water ’ + al h a ‘ to feel thirsty ’ —»• cml h a 5 thirst ’ 
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Higher numerals are also found by compounds which combine the 
primary numerals as discussed already under Numerals. 

tel h ‘ten’ +• pugu ‘five 5 —> t61 h puQu ’ ‘fifteen’ 
mectu ‘ twenty ’ + k& ‘ one ’ mecel h ka ‘ twentyone ’ 
samel 11 ‘ thirty ’ + tenet ‘ seven ’ -> samel h tenet 

‘ thirtyseven ’ 

5.1.2. The verbal compounds are formed by combining two 
verbs. Both verbs drop their classificatory prefix when they are 
thus combined. 

apui] to jump ’ + a tag ‘ to cross ’ •—> pugtag ‘ to jump across ’ 

alep ‘ to cut ’ -f atag ‘ to separate leptag ‘ to cut off ’ 

5.2. Derivation: 

Verbal nouns and agentive nouns are derived from verbs by 
adding the respective derivative suffixes and the abstract nouns 
are derived from adjectives by adding the relevant derivativs 
suffix. 

5.2.1. The suffix /-pa/ is added to the verbs to derive verbal 
nouns. 


aci 

‘ to eat ’ 

acipa 

* eating ’ 

atu 

‘to dig ’ 

atupa 

‘ digging ’ 

ago 

‘ to bite ’ 

agopa 

‘ biting ’ 

toksa. 

‘ to break ’ 

toksapa 

‘ breaking * 

lapsa 

‘to cut’ 

lapsapa 

‘ cutting ’ 


5.2.2. The suffix /—el h / is added to the verbsTto derive agentive 
nouns. 

siulik ‘weave’ scutakel h ‘weaver’ 

takok ‘ succeed ’ takokel h 6 successor ’ 
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5.2.3. The suffix 

abstract nouns. 

/-nut/ is 

added to the 

adjectives to derive 

tkcoO 

‘good ’ 

tkcoQnui 

‘ goodness ’ 

tu?lu 

‘ great’ 

tu?lunru 

‘ greatness 5 

ti?lu 

‘ small ’ 

ti?lanm 

£ smallness ’ 



6 . Adverbs 


Adverbs also do not have any special marker as adjectives. 
But syntactically they form a class which modifies the verb. 


There are different kinds of adverbs discernible on the basis 
of their functions. 

(i) Adverb of manner : 


milogi 

‘ slowly ’ 

cuga 

‘ beautifully 

Kal h a 

‘ quickly ’ 

tksi 

‘ loudly ’ 


This sub-class of adverbs can be preceded by the intensifier 
/kaga/ ‘ very ’. 


kagamilogi 

‘ very slowly ’ 

kagacuga 

‘ very beautifully 

kagakal h a 

‘ very quickly ’ 

kagatasi 

‘ very loudly ’ 

Adverb of time : 

tag 

‘ now ’ 

Tagci 

6 then ’ 

kutag 

‘ when ’ 

tknui 

‘today’ 
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yasi ‘ yesterday ’ 

asug ‘tomorrow’ etc. 


(iii) Adverb of place : 
y&Cli 

y&gci ~ itakci 
kugukog 


‘ here ’ 

‘ there ’ 
f where ? ’ 


etc. 



7• Syntax 


Combination of a sentence : 

Ao is a subject + object + predicate language. The 
predicate may be a verb or a noun or an adjective. When 
it is a noun, or an adjective, copula is used to link the predicate 
with the subject. The subject in a sentence is obligatory and it 
does not have concord with the predicate. The subject, the 
object and the nominal predicate are expressed by the noun 
phrase and the verba! predicate is expressed by the verb phrase. 
The internal surface structure of the noun phrase and the verb 
phrase are discussed below. 


7.1. The Noun Phrase: 

The noun phrases may be of subordinate or co-ordinate 
constiuction. In the subordinate construction some attributes 
follow and some precede the head noun. 

7.1.1. Noun and Attribute: In the noun-f attribute construction 
the attribute that follows the noun may be an adjective, an 
article, a numeral or a quantifier. More than one of these 
attributes can be present at a time. The order of the attributes 
following the head noun is i 


N-(-Adj-b 


"Num ■+ PI 
Quant 


Art 

Dem 


A further restriction is when a numeral is present the indefinite 
article cannot be present. It must also be noted that as discussed 
under demonstrative adjectives, only the deictic marker occurs 
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after the noun and the gender-number marker occurs before the 
noun (cf. 7.1.2). 


kl 

1 house’ 

tanol h 

‘ child ’ 

ki tu?lu 
house big 

‘ big house ’ 

tano h tacog 
child good 

‘ good child ’ 

ki tu?lu an§ 
house big two 

‘ two big houses ’ 

ki tu?lu tem 
house big (pi.) 

‘ big houses ’ 

k| tacog ayka 

house good many 

‘ many good houses ’ 

ki tacog k& 
house good a 

‘ a good house ’ 

ki tacoO 

house good 

‘ good house ’ 

ki tacoQ ana 
house good two 

‘ two good houses ’ 

lei tac6g &yka 
house good many 

‘ many good houses ’ 

The plural suffix follows the 

adjective like the numeral. 

there is a numeral or a quantifier then the plural suffix 
optional but is less frequent. 

tanol h ani (tem) 

child two (pi) 

‘ two children * 

tanol h asem (tem) 

child three (pi) 

‘ three children ’ 

tan61 h ayaka (tem) 

child many (pi) 

‘ many children ’ 
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tanol h islkk (tem) ‘ few children ’ 

child few (pi) 

The case marker is added to the whole noun phrase. Conse¬ 
quently in the linear sequence the case marker is found added to 
the last attribute, if there is one. 


4ZOI 


‘ dog ’ 

dzui nugi 
dog from 


‘ from dog ’ 

kf tu?lu 

tem 

‘ big houses ’ 

house big 

(Pi) 


kf tu?lu 

tem atema 

‘ for big houses ’ 

house big 

(pi) for 


kf tu?lu 

tel h 

‘ ten big houses ’ 

house big 

ten 


kf tu?lu 

tel h nugi 

‘ from ten big houses ’ 

house big 

ten from 


kf tu?lu 

an4 ci 

‘ the two big houses ’ 

house big 

two the 


kf tu?lu 

ana ci nug 

‘ in the two big houses ’ 

house big 

to the in 


kf t4c6g 

tem 

‘ good houses ’ 

house good 

(Pi) 


kf tu?lu 

tem ci nug 

‘ in the good houses ’ 

house big 

(pi) the in 


kf tkcoQ ayka 

‘ many good houses ’ 

house good 

many 



kf tkcoQ ayka nugi ‘ from many good houses ’ 
house good many from 

7.1.2. Attribute + Noun : The attribute that preceds the noun 
is always a noun or a genitive (for genitives see section 7.1.4. 
below) or a demonstrative. The order of the attribute preceding 
the noun is : 


5 
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4- Dem 4- Gen +N+N 

The demonstrative adjective is composed of a third person 
pronoun and a deictic marker, gender number marker which 
occurs in different places ir> relation to the head noun. 
The gender-number marker, i.e,, the third person pronoun 
preceds the noun like the noun in attributive relation and the 
deictic marker follows the noun like the article. 

N + N: 

16'Q kf f stone house 5 

stone house 
Gen 4- N : 

kui kf 0 my house ’ 

my house 
Dem + N : 

ip4 &zu.i ci ‘ that dog ’ 

(III P. sg.) dog dem (remote) 

ipa nisdrj taeoCj ya ‘ this good man ’ 

(III P. sg.) person good dem (prox) 

item Id ci 6 those houses ’ 

(III P. pi.) house dem (rem) 

Note that when the demonstrative is present the plural marker 
occurs in the gender-number marker, (i.e., the third person 
pronoun) and not with the head noun. 

There are noun phrases where the attributes follow as well as 
precede the noun. 

& 

km 16g kf tu?lu tem ‘ my big stone houses 5 

my stcne house big (pi) 

9 

kin 160 kf tu?lu an& 6 my two big stone houses ’ 

my stone house big two 
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kut 16g k| tacot] &yka ‘ my many good stone houses 5 
my stone house good many 


7.1.4. The Genitive : The genitive, as pointed out above, is an 
attribute. It is not morphologically marked in Ao except in the 
case of singular personal pronouns. The genitive forms of these 
pronouns have already been given in section 2.4. it may be 
recalled here that the third person singular has special oblique 
forms only when the following head noun is non-human. The 
genitive is therefore defined by the place of occurrence of a noun 
m relation to the head noun. One of the relations of a noun that 
precedes the head noun is genitive indicating possessor 
relationship. 


km kf 
my house 

nml h kakat 
your book 

pal h Izui 
his dog 

14 tepu 
her father 

nis6Q kf 
man house 
azm tepen 
dog tail 

uzux tesep 
bird nest 


‘ my house ’ 

‘ your (sg) book 5 
‘ his dog 5 
s her father ’ 

‘ man’s house ’ 

‘ dog’s tail * 

£ bird’s nest ’ 


7.1.5. Co-ordinate Noun Phrase : 


Co-ordinate noun phrases are formed by joining two or 
more nouns or noun phrases with the conjunctive or the dis¬ 
junctive particles. The conjunctive particle is /asel h /. This is 
added before the last of the nouns enumerated. 
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pi asel h 14 ‘ he and she ’ 

he and she 

ip& nis6g ya asel h p41 h ki ‘ this man and his house ’ 
this person (dem) and his house 

amenl4, naj h ol4, bendaQ asel h nokten kohima-yi aw61 h 
Amenla Narola Bendang and Nokden Kohima-to going 
1 Amenla, Narola, Bendang and Nokden are going to 
Kohima ’ 


The disjunctive particle is /mesoi l h a/. This is also added before 
the last of the nouns enumerated. 


k4 mesuij h a an4 
one or two 
tepu mesral h a capasu 

father or son 

p4, l 4 i mesrul h a n4 

he, she or you 

tenak, tekolak mesral h a teka 
eye head or hand 


‘ one or two ’ 

‘ father or son ’ 

‘ he, she or you (sg.) ’ 
‘eye, head or hand ’ 


7.2. The Verb Phrase : 

The predicate phrase in Ao may be a verb phrase, a noun 
phrase or an adjective phrase. The internal composition of noun 
phrases in the predicate phrase is the same as noun phrases 
elsewhere. The verb phrase consists of a verb and certain other 
constituents, which precede the verb. The constituents which 
precede the verbs are the case noun phrase except the genitive, 
nominative and vocative, the adverb and the infinitive. 

p4 y4si a} h u ‘ be came yesterday ’ 

he yesterday came 

n{ awonut] ai h ucra ‘ I will come to night ’ 

I tonight come will 
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na y&gi al^ug ‘ you (sg.) come here 5 

you here come 

yagci w6Q £ go there ’ 

there go 
✓ 

n! nm ten Inyak-cui al h u-cin ‘ I will come with you to 

work ’ 

I you with work to come will 


The verb may consist of a negative marker, an aspect marker, 
auxiliary verb, a tense and a mood marker. Their surface order 
can be expressed in the following formula. 

+ Neg + V + [Asp + Aux] + Tense 
mood 

As further condition in this formula, it must be stated that 
when the aspect is either habitual or perfect, there is no tense 
marker and consequently there is auxliary verb which carries the 
tense. 


p& al h u 
he came 

pa aci 
he ate 

p£ campf mesui 
he talk started 
nf aci-cut 
I eat will 


‘ he came ’ pa mal h u ‘ he did not come ’ 
he not come 

‘ he ate ’ 

‘ he started talking ’ 

‘ I will eat ’ 


pa coffee cem-taki ‘ he is drinking coffee ’ 
he drink (-asp) 

nf cem-ya liyasui ‘ I was drinking’ 

I drink (-asp) was 

la Iny&kel 11 ‘ she works ’ la mi-y-lnyakel>> ‘ she does 

not work ’ 

she works she not work 

1 k ci~y-el h *' she eats ’ 

she eat (tense) 
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nh apu ciula 

‘ you (sg) must carry ’ 

you carry must 


pal h nok al h u (a)kok 

‘ they may come ’ 

they come may 


(animate) 


na mecag tok 

‘ you (sg) can sleep ’ 

you sleep can 


na 6g 

‘ you go ’ na taw6 ‘ you don’t go ’ 

you to 

you don’t go 

na al h ug 

‘ you come ’ na tal h u ‘ you don’t come 

you come 

you don’t come 

7.4 Sentences: 



The sentences in Ao may be divided into three kinds: 
Simple, Complex and Compound. 

7.4.1. A simple sentence is a construction which consists of only 
one sentence. 


pa al h n 
lie came 

pa nis6g tiyil h a liyel h 
he peron fat is 

nl ygden ago 
I yaden saw 
ni y&si yagci a wo 
I yesterday there went 


‘ he came ’ 

1 he is a fat person ’ 

‘ I saw yaden’ 

‘ I went there yesterday ’ 


7.4.2. A complex sentence is a construction which consists of 
more than one sentence of which one is a main clause and the 
others are subordinate clauses. The subordinate clause is a 
construction whose predicate is followed or preceded by a sub- 
ordinator like /l h a/ ‘if’ and /kutag/ ‘when’. /l h a| follows the 
predicate and /kutag/ preceedes it. 
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pa kutag al h u 
he when came 

p4 mesiteti h a 
he not know if 

la al h u l h a 
she come if 

n! pa ago l h § 

I him find if 

nf kutag al h u pa zuiga liyasra 
I when came he reading was 
pal h nok mal h u l h a p& awo-cui 
they not come if he go will 

nl kutag pa ataya liyasra 
I when him waiting was 
kutag cuiglu al h u 
when rain came 


‘ when he came ’ 

‘ if he does not know ’ 

‘ if she comes ’ 

‘ if I find him ’ 

when I came he was reading 
‘ if they do not come he will go ’ 
‘ when I was waiting for him ’ 

‘ when rain came ’ 


7.4.3. A compound sentence is a construction which consists of 
more than one sentence, all of which are main clauses. The main 
clauses may be simple or complex. The sentences are conjoined 
by adding the conjunctive particle /asel h /' before the last sentence 
when conjoined. When the conjoined sentences are identicle and 
except for the verb after the identical elements are dropped we 
get sequence of verbs. The verbs conjoined indicate chronological 
order of events. 


amenla kin tempa asel h la kohima nut] aliyel h ‘ Amenla is my 

friend and she 
lives in Kohima ’ 

Amenla my friend and she Kohima in lives 
0 

yaden km tempa asel h pa teseyol h ka liyel h ‘ Yaden is my 

friend and he is 
a teacher: 

yaden my friend and he teacher a is 




